200 YEARS

OF FRIENDSHIP

Moments from our
Bicentennial Events
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today 8. N
S, 1ncludl-ng
dinner, the
) ana“cf to

{ ﬂlub and its

you all enjoyed it and of course Lynn and Luke for tk
entertainment and organisation. And finally, I would like to
' thank you, the members, as without you, there would not be -~
. ) *

a St James's Club. /

- Delivered by Rowan Stone, Chairman
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HUCKINGHAM PALACE

Private and Confidentinl
L6% Detaber, 2025

Dear Rowan,

The King hus asked me to thank you for vour leter sent in connection
with the 200 anniversary of the St. James's Club, Manchester,

It was so thoughtfl of you to take the trouble 1o write 8s you did, and
His Mujesty greatly appreciates that you should have shared with him the news
of this very special occasion. Although The King was sadly unable to atiend the
celebrations, I can tell you that he was most interested to leamn a little about
St James's Club's desp history and proud Mancunian heritage, and would have
1me convey his warmest good wishes to you, and 1o all the members and staff al
St James's Club, for what His Majesty hopes was & most memorable nthering,

Yours sincersly,

Mmo——

Head of Roval Correspondence




In 1825, Manchester’s mill owners built fortunes on cotton and founded our Club. They
were dreamers, yes, but they were also doers. They worked hard, brought others with
them, and found common ground. They knew that big ideas only matter if you can share
them, talk them through, and then damn well get them done.
We don’t all have to share the same dreams. Rowan once told me one of his dreams...
I’'m not going there again!
In their manifesto they promised that members would be supplied with provisions,
wines, etcetera. I can report that the wines are still excellent, and the etcetera is
holding up remarkably well.
Two hundred years is a long time. Though not quite as long as it feels when the
Committee starts discussing the dress code.
They say a long-lasting club is like a long-lasting marriage. Best when you only meet
once a week and do your talking when you’re drunk. 7
The Club has changed a great deal over two centuries. Except, of course, for those
members who insist it hasn’t.

] " " ] | is
But humour aside, what our founders built was not just a Club; it was a sanctuary.
home from home. A place where entry came not from wealth or title, but thro

friendship. p—
And our Club has endured not because it hid from the world, but because it face¢ 7. « ’ #‘
talk, and by talking we get ideas. Ideas that help us, our families, our communities, ' >

even our country.
That is why places like this matter. Because ideas born here do not stay here. They
shape what comes next. ,
It is not just the fine wines or the good food or even the walls of Spring Gardens that "
make this place special. It is the simple, timeless act of conversation, of sitting across
from one another, of listening, debating, agreeing and disagreeing, and then leaving th'l Ji
table with a clearer path forward. That has been our true strength.

Manchester in those days was Cottonopolis. It made men rich.

It was a city of invention. The computer, the co-operative movement, the suffragettes.
And drizzle. We don’t always invent useful things.

And just as Manchester was bold and inventive, so too was our Club, daring to create a
space that has lasted, and lasted well. d

It would be wrong tonight not to pause and recognise those members, not onlif our
lifers, but so many others who have carried our Club through the decades.

Those who have held office, steered committees, donated generously, and in many

cases quite literally rejuvenated and transformed our Club.

It is because of you. Your time, your generosity, your vision, that we stand here tonight,
celebrating not only 200 years of history, but a vibrant and thriving Club today. To you,
our deepest thanks.

- Delivered by Howard Spargo, President










As Mayor of the City of Manchester, along with the Lady
Mayoress, it is an honour and a pleasure to join the
Members and Guests of the St James's Club in
commemorating its bicentennial milestone. Established
in 1825, this esteemed institution has been a pillar of the
Manchester business community for over two centuries.

With a rich history and a diverse membership spanning
various sectors such as law, finance, banking,
accountancy, investment, property development,
entertainment, media, and technology, the St James's
Club continues to flourish. The visionary professionals
within its ranks not only contribute to the city's
economic prosperity but also drive innovation and
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nine Grimshaw, Lord Mayor




THE ST JAMES’S CLUB



