
Open Evening
Members please invite friends and colleagues whom may be 

interested in joining the Club to the Open Evening on Friday 27th 
September. It’s a great chance to unwind before the weekend. 

Attendees will enjoy a complimentary glass of wine while Members 
of the Committee will only too happy to answer questions about  

the benefits of Membership.

Club News
September 2019

Serving Manchester’s Business Professionals since 1825

New Members Dinner

The next new Members dinner will take place on Thursday 10th 
October. A fine turnout of new Members, their proposers and 
seconders are expected, and the Club committee would welcome the 
support of the existing Membership at the event. The event represents 
a superb opportunity to properly welcome these new members to the 
Club and introduce them to the benefits of Membership. Proceeding 
the dinner Club Chairman Howard Spargo will talk about the value of 
Club life and Club Secretary Rowan Stone will deliver a potted Club 
history. All attendees will enjoy a fantastic dinner and to introduce 
themselves to a wider audience, the new Members, will move places 
between courses. In addition, new Members are expected to deliver 
a short bio and or anecdote relating to themselves.

It is a black-tie event with a superb four course dinner  
especially prepared by head Chef Steven; if Members would  

like to attend please contact Angela.

Mine’s a Double

September sees two wine tasting events at the Club. It 
was decided as so many Members were away on Summer 
breaks the August event would be rescheduled for Thursday 
5th September, the September event will still take place on 
Thursday 26th. Already 40 Members and guests have booked 
on to the first event entitled “I know what you drank this 
Summer”; the second event will focus on perennial classics.

Club Member and wine expert Tony Seymour has worked 
hard with head chef Steven Wright to prepare interesting 
exciting tapas dishes to pair with the selected wine at both 
events. These events are popular as they are one of the most 
informal in the Club calendar and many invite colleagues, 
guests and friends to socialise and enjoy the wines, food, 
lively conversation and excellent company. If you would like 
to attend, please contact Angela to reserve your place/s.

Following the successful James Timpson MBE and Steve Baker MP events in the Club, it is 
fortunate on Wednesday 11th September to have Jennie Johnson MBE as Guest Speaker. The 
title of Jennie’s address is “Perfection Paralysis and How to Avoid it”.

Jennie Johnson MBE, founder and CEO, formed Kids Allowed when she was faced with 
Hobson’s choice whilst looking for childcare for her 2nd child. Not prepared to accept what 
was already out there, she took her wish list of what fantastic childcare should look like, 
went off and created it, with her first centre opening in 2005. In 2016, Jennie was awarded 
an MBE for services to Apprenticeships. In 2017 Kids Allowed were awarded Business of the 
Year (Manchester Evening News), Nursery Group of the Year (Nursery World) and Jennie was 
awarded CEO of the Year (the first female to win) at the UK Private Business Awards. In 2018, 
Kids Allowed opened their 8th setting and topped the Nursery Chains Ofsted League table 
for quality as the only UK childcare provider. Members are encouraged to invite colleagues, 
clients and friends to what will certainly be an insightful and interesting address.

Speakers Lunch - One not to avoid…



Club Member Dimitri Grilopoulus has kindly offered to take 
Members on a voyage of discovery around the Mediterranean 
for an unforgettable Greek Night in the Club. Not Mamma Mia 
but an evening of authentic food, great wine that will deliver a 
real taste of Greece, and after you put down your forks you will 
pick up the beat of bouzouki and perhaps even attempt a couple 
of dance steps.

Members and Guests will enjoy platters of mezze, Dolmades, 
Souvlaki and Baklava washed down with a selection of fine Greek 
wines and of course ouzo…what is there not to like.

The event takes place on Tuesday 17th September and 
will undoubtedly be very popular, members are requested 

to book in with Angela to reserve their places.

Yia Mas!

Bridging the Gap - An Evening of Bridge
Following a great deal of interest from Members, the Chairman, Howard 
Spargo has very kindly organised a night of Bridge in the Club. The event 
is open to beginners and those with experience and Howard has arranged 
a partnership with the Manchester Bridge Club and Manchester County 
Bridge Association, who will be providing equipment and coaching on the 
night. Adam Wiseberg, a director and teacher at Manchester County Bridge 
Association, will be taking these sessions. If all goes to plan this will be a 
monthly event with players increasing their knowledge and skills each time.

The first session is on Wednesday 4th September and Members are to 
meet at 6.30 for a buffet supper before play starts at 7.30; with aim to 
finish by 9.30. Please confirm attendance with Angela and whether you are 
intending to enjoy the early supper or just attending the Bridge. Please also 
let the Club know if you wish to attend the coaching or just to play.

Cricket

With the excitement of England winning the World Cup and the 
Ashes on its journey around the country there still are a few 
opportunities for Members to enjoy the Red Rose Suite at LCCC 
to watch Lancashire attempt to gain their top-flight status and 
watch the remaining T20 game. Members can attend the County 
Championship games for free, there is a small cost for the T20 
games. Please book in with Angela a week prior to the match to 
reserve your tickets. The remaining fixtures are listed below:

Vitality T20
Friday 30th August 

Lancashire versus Leicestershire

Specsavers County Championship
Tuesday 10th - Friday 13th September

Lancashire versus Derbyshire

Specsavers County Championship
Monday 16th - Thursday 19th September

Lancashire versus Middlesex

Why not hold a private lunch or dinner in the Club, our Manager and Head 
Chef will be only too happy to advise on your requirements!

Members are returning in numbers to the Club on Friday afternoons to enjoy the roast beef luncheon. And if roast beef is not your 
thing there is a great selection of classics including beer battered fish and chips and Club fish pie. Head Chef Steven Wright changes 
the menu every two weeks and includes regional and international dishes.

The Classic Luncheon



Specials
Please look out for weekly and seasonal specials 

introduced by Head Chef Steven

Lunches 
Don’t forget to book onto the Retired and  

Associate Members lunches

For further information please contact:
The St. James’s Club

45 Spring Gardens, Manchester, M2 2BG 
Tel: 0161 829 3000 

Email: info@stjc.org 
Website: www.stjamesclubmanchester.org

Announcements:

The Club is happy to welcome new Members: Mr John Ryan, Mr Robert Loveday, Mr Daniel Shone, Mr Robert Riley,  
Mr Guy Tweedy, Mr Benjamin Mark Collier, Miss Ntobello Noxolo Zwane, Mr Ciaran Rankin & Mr Bart Socha.

The Club would also like to congratulate Mrs E Wheeler, Mr C real & Mr T Hoff on their election to the general committee.

Calendar of Events - September 2019

Mon 2nd

Retired Members Lunch
12:30 for 13:00pm

Organisers: Dr John Allen/Robert Jewell

Wednesday 4th

Bridge Evening & Supper
7:00pm

Organisers: Howard Spargo (Chairman)

Thurs 5th

Wine Tasting Evening
7:00 for 7:30pm

Organisers: Iain Anderson,  
Tony Seymour and Rowan Stone

Tues 10th

Property Lunch
12:30 for 13:00pm
Guest Speaker: TBC

Organisers: Jamie Shepherd 
Chris Wright/Rowan Stone

Weds 11th

Speakers Lunch
2:30 for 13:00pm

Guest Speaker: Jennie Johnson MBE - 
Kids Allowed Ltd

Organiser: Rowan Stone

Tues 17th

Greek Evening
6.30 for 7:00pm

Organiser: Asad Hussain 
Dimitri Griliopoulus

Tues 17th

History Lunch
12.30 for 1:00pm

Organiser: Ian Baynham

Fri 20th

Retired Members Lunch
12:30 for 13:00pm

Organisers: Dr John Allen/Robert Jewell

Tues 24th

Associate Members Lunch
12:30 for 13:00pm

Organiser: Mrs Sue Allen

Weds 25th

Broughton House Lunch
12:30 for 13:00pm

70th Anniversary & D Day Celebration
Organiser: The Committee

Thurs 26th

Wine Tasting Evening
7:00 for 7:30pm

Organisers: Iain Anderson,  
Tony Seymour and Rowan Stone

Friday 27th

Open Evening 
7:00 for 9:00pm

Organisers: The Committee

Don’t forget to follow the Club on Twitter or join the WhatsApp Social Group!


